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Top Ten...

The band, from Alabama 
via the farthest reaches of our 
solar system, formed in 1992 
and while not having any chart 
hits, were staples on alternative 
radio, particularly John Peel’s 
Radio One programme. 

The quartet actually 
recorded six sessions of space 
age-themed surf-punk for the 
DJ’s show – more than David 
Bowie, Pulp or Pink Floyd.

And it’s those  megastar 
names which act as a testament 
to the importance of the late 
night radio show, pushing 
many upcoming acts on to 
mainstream success.

Now, Man... or Astroman? 
have collected their BBC 
recordings together on 
‘ROYGBIV’, 35 tracks which also 
include recordings for Mark 

Radcliffe, and for Peter Easton’s 
Beat Patrol show on Radio 
Scotland.

The band’s drummer 
Brian Teasley recalls his first 
encounter with John Peel: 
“When I was nineteen, I sent 
John Peel a postcard that said 
something like, “Please never 
play our music. We don’t want 
to be one of those flash-in-the-
pan bands that does one Peel 
Session and then gets thrown 
into the dustbin forever.”

Somehow, that kicked a long 
and meaningful connection 
which also allowed the band to 
regularly bring their elaborate 
stageshow – flaming TV sets, 
theremins, Tesla coils and all – 
to the UK.

 “Whether it was reverse 
psychology, dumb luck, or 
just the right kind of weird, it 
worked. He played us. And it led 
to our first Peel Session in 1993,” 
recalls Teasley, who has also 
worked with the Polyphonic 
Spree, and drummed for and 
produced St. Vincent.

“He kept inviting us back,” 
Teasley continues. “Over 
the years, we recorded more 
sessions, each one a surreal mix 
of joy, noise, and disbelief that 
we were in that room at all.”

According to Teasley: 
“John Peel wasn’t just a DJ—
he was the patron saint of the 
beautifully unmarketable. 
It’s been said he listened to 
more records than any human 
in history, but the real gift 
was that he heard them. The 
strange, the homemade, the 
stuff with too much tape hiss or 
not enough fans. I’ll always be 
beyond grateful for his support, 
his curiosity, and the door he 
opened for us and so many 
others”.

On the record

Sessions in progress as 
Man... or Astroman? 
time travel to the ’90s

‘ROYGBIV’ 
- Man... or 
Astroman?’s 
‘Recordings 
From The BBC’ 
- is available 
now at Chunklet 
Records - 
chunklet.
bandcamp.com.

“We don’t 
want to be 
one of those 
flash-in-the-
pan bands 
that does 
one Peel 
Session and 
then gets 
thrown into 
the dustbin 
forever.”

O
ut of this 
world. A bit 
of an over-
the-top 
description of 
most musical 

artists... but not if you mean 
Man... or Astroman?
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Oasis fans 
will spend 
more than 
£1 billion 
attending 
the band’s 
UK reunion 
shows, say 
Barclays.
Each 
attendee 
will typi-
cally spend 
around 
£766, on 
tickets, 
accom-
modation, 
travel costs, 
clothing, 
merch, 
and food 
and drinks, 
across
the 17 UK 
concerts 
that make 
up the 
Oasis Live 
’25 Tour.


